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Calendar:

Sunday August 6:
Hiroshima/Nagasaki

Peace Procession. See
story at right.

Tuesday August 8:
PASI Board Meeting -

All Are Welcome! ETG
Book Café, 208 Bay
Street. 7 -9 pm.

Saturday Auqust 26:
“Runaway Inequality”

Training based on book
by Les Leopold. CWA
Union Hall. 3950 Amboy
Road, Staten Island, NY
10308. 10 am — 3 pm .
Stay tuned to
www.sustainablesi.com
for updates on
registration. Training is
free but participants
must register.

Saturday September 9:
PASI General Meeting.

Unitarian Church of
Staten Island, 312
Fillmore Street (at
Clinton Ave). 5to 8 pm.

Saturday, Sept. 16:
Staten Island Black

Heritage Family
Day/Parade. 12 noon
parade Vanderbilt & Bay.
Street. Festival in
Tappen Park/Stapleton.

PASI NEWS

Newsletter of Peace Action of Staten Island, www.peacesi.org

Hiroshima-Nagasaki Peace Procession:
Celebrating the UN’s Ban the Bomb Treaty
With Performance, Activities, & Picnic
Sunday, August 6, 2017, 2 to 4 PM
NEW TIME/ NEW LOCATION!

Meet at Seaview Avenue and Father Capodanno Blvd.
One Mile Procession to Midland Beach Picnic area.

Peace Action of Staten Island is partnering with the Unitarian Church of Staten Island
to celebrate and bring awareness to the new UN nuclear weapons ban treaty with a
procession for peace that will take place on the anniversary of the atom bomb attacks
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The atom bombs were dropped on these two Japanese
cities on August 6 and 9, respectively, in 1945. The human cost of the atom bomb
attacks was enormous: conservatively over 240,000 people lost their lives. Today’s
nuclear weapons are 75 or more times powerful than those dropped 72 years ago, and
the humanitarian consequences of just a small nuclear exchange could cause world-
wide famine. That is why it is so important to remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
to work for complete nuclear weapons abolition.

This year’s commemoration will take place on Sunday, August 6, 2017, starting
at 2 pm with a one mile Peace Procession from Seaview Avenue to Midland
Beach Picnic Area. At 3 pm, at the picnic area, there will be a performance by the
Laura Neese Dancers and activities for children to learn about the United Nations in a
fun and relaxed way. Bring a picnic blanket. In the event of heavy rain the procession
and program will be held indoors at the Unitarian Church of Staten Island, 312 Fillmore
Street, at the same time, from 2 to 4 pm.

Something wonderful happened at the United Nations in New York on Friday, July 7,
2017. One hundred and twenty-two nations voted to adopt the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, in defiance of the nuclear weapons states and their
allies who boycotted the treaty negotiations. Just like the biological weapons, chemical
weapons, cluster bombs, and land mines ban treaties before it, this treaty will exert
pressure on those nations which do not sign because the humanitarian consequences
of nuclear weapons far exceed that of any other weapon. Maintaining, modernizing
and expanding nuclear arsenals, threats of their use, and trying to keep alive the shaky
policy of nuclear deterrence is just too risky. Nuclear weapons must be banned entirely
to safeguard life as we know it on Planet Earth. Because the ban message needs to
target the two countries which hold 90% of the remaining 15,000 nukes — the U.S. and
Russia - our role as peace activists in the United States is important.

As we remember Hiroshima and Nagasaki with compassion and commit ourselves to
change, we also will celebrate the potential of the United Nations to bring forward
peaceful alternatives to war and climate devastation. Many of our children, right here
in Staten Island, do not get introduced to the United Nations in their school curriculum.
We would like to encourage teachers, parents, and community activists to bring their
childlren, family members and friends to learn about the United Nations and its role in
providing a cooperative framework for nations to work together for peace.

Come out and for the Peace Procession and Picnic. Everyone is welcome. Bring
the kids.



http://www.peacesi.org/
http://www.sustainablesi.com/

Calendar (cont’d):

Tuesday September 19:
PASI Board Meeting - All

Are Welcome! ETG Book
Cafe, 208 Bay Street. 7 -
9pm.

Thursday, Sept. 21
International Day of

Peace (United Nations)

Friday, October 13:
SAVE THE DATE. Peace

Action 60" Anniversary
Celebration. Alhambra
Ballroom, 2116 Adam
Clayton Powell Jr Blvd,
New York, NY 10027.
6:30 — 9:30 pm. Harry
Belafonte will receive
Lifetime Achievement
Award. Medea Benjamin
will emcee.

Saturday October 28:
SAVE THE DATE. Make

Food Not War Dinner. 5
— 8 pm. Olivet
Presbyterian Church, 97
Myrtle Ave, Staten Island,
NY 10310.

Ongoing:

Every Saturday 11am -
1pm. Vigil in solidarity
with victims of
humanitarian crisis in
Yemen. Union Square
Park New York, NY.
South end of park near
statue of George
Washington on
horseback.

PASI MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE

Please mail in your PASI
dues or renew or join at
WWW.peacesi.org.

Sustainable Staten Island Update
by Mike and Ashley Santangelo

As some of you may be aware, PASI has joined Sustainable Staten Island
(SSI), a coalition of grassroots activist groups pushing a progressive agenda on
Staten Island. PASI’s representatives are Michael Santangelo and Sally Jones.
PASI’s current Co-Chair, Ashley Santangelo, has always been very involved
with SSI's “Runaway Inequality” trainings. Earlier this year, SSI| drafted a Bill of
Rights that is available for the public to view on the webpage,
www.sustainablesi.com. In the past several months, this coalition has had
several successful events that we would like to update the community about.

On April 29, SSI hosted a local climate march in solidarity with the People’s
Climate March in Washington DC. The march took place on the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Boardwalk in South Beach. It is estimated that between 300 and 400
people attended this march, mostly from Staten Island, with some from other
boroughs. During this march, we read the SSI Bill of Rights to the public and
had speakers and performers. Following the climate march, SSI created
postcards to deliver to Diane Savino urging her to prioritize legislation in the
State of New York that protects the climate. These postcards, along with the SSI
Bill of Rights were presented to her at the end of May.

SSI has been at the forefront of addressing economic inequality. One of the
many results of economic inequality in this country is lack of access to
affordable health care for millions. As 22 million people in our country are at risk
of losing their health care if the AHCA becomes legislation, SSI believes that
now is a crucial time for states to take action to protect health care access for
their constituents. On May 15, SSI hosted a screening of the documentary
“‘Now Is the Time” which outlines the plausibility and necessity of universal
health care in this country.

Since the end of last year, SSI has also been delivering trainings to the
community based on the book “Runaway Inequality” by Les Leopold. SSI hosted
four trainings between December and April at the CWA Union Hall and College
of Staten Island. On June 22, SSI hosted a follow up workshop to this training,
which featured Les Leopold himself. Les spoke along with other activists on a
panel including Jane Latour (author of “Sisters in the Brotherhoods”), Caesar
Vargas (Co-Director at Dream Action Coalition), Gonzalo Mercado (Executive
Director at La Colmena) and John McBeth (Organizer of Occupy the Block). The
panel speakers discussed how inequality impacts the work that they do and how
inequality is at the heart of other social injustices that SSI, PASI and the other
groups in this panel confront. Moving forward, Les plans on continuing to recruit
and train additional “Runaway Inequality” trainers nationwide and SSI plans to
hold its own “Train the Trainer” workshop for Runaway Inequality which will be
held on Saturday, August 26", from 10 am to 3 pm, at the CWA Union Hall,
3950 Amboy Road in Staten Island.



http://www.sustainablesi.com/

Good news)

PASI NEWS

Excerpts from Peace News

Below are excerpts from Peace News, updates on peace and conflict from around the world, compiled by Peace
Action New York State interns Matt Nizich and Pier Washpon. Check out Peace News, which is updated weekly,
at http://www.panys.org/peace-news/. Headlines will link to full story on the website.

Battle for Mosul: Irag PM Abadi
formally declares victory

July 10, 2017

Iraq declares victory over ISIS
militants by reclaiming Mosul. While
the fighting may be over for now,
there is still a huge humanitarian
crisis. Many buildings have been
destroyed, thousands were killed and
more than 920,000 were displaced.

In Battle Against ISIS in Syria and
Iraq, Civilians Suffer Most

July 10, 2017

Petra Cahill of NBC News reports
that “The U.S. military confirmed
Friday that at least 603 civilians had
‘more likely than not’ been
‘unintentionally killed’ by coalition
airstrikes since they started the
bombing campaign against ISIS in
August 2014.” Petra also goes on to
state that “Airwars, a non-profit
organization that tracks civilian
casualties from the airstrikes against
ISIS in Iraq and Syria, puts that
number about eight times higher. The
group, which is made up of former
journalists in the Middle East, Europe
and the U.S., found that at least
4,354 civilians have been killed by
U.S.-led coalition airstrikes between
August 2014 to June 2017”.

Treaty banning nuclear weapons
approved at UN

July 7, 2017

122 countries have agreed to a treaty
to ban nuclear weapons. Countries
that have nuclear weapons or allies
to those that do boycotted the
meetings. Signatures are expected to
be obtained at the General Assembly
meeting in September.

Canada just did something the
U.S. never has: Paid millions to a
Guantanamo torture victim

July 6, 2017

The Canadian government paid 10
million dollars in damages to a
Guantanamo torture victim after 15
years. At 15 years old Omar Khadr
was accused of throwing a grenade
that killed an American

soldier. Canada, Sweden and Britain
had paid other victims of U.S. torture
in the past.

Lawmakers applaud after panel
approves language revoking war
authority

July 6, 2017

The House Appropriations Committee
on Thursday approved an amendment
that would revoke a 2001 law giving
the president authority to undertake
war against al Qaeda and its affiliates
unless a replacement provision is
created. House Appropriations
defense subcommittee Chairwoman
Kay Granger (R-Texas) was the lone
lawmaker to oppose the amendment,
arguing that it's a policy issue that
doesn’t belong in an appropriations
bill”.

Zombie-like protesters march
through Hamburg ahead of G20
Summit

July 5, 2017

About 1000 people dressed in grey
clothes and painted grey to represent
the ‘political apathy’ of world leaders.
The performance piece was done by
the 1000 Gestalten (1000 figures) who
said that their goal was to move
people in their hearts because
powerful images can inspire people all
over the world.

These are the appalling conditions
that caused the cholera outbreak in
Yemen- | should know, | live here -
July 5, 2017

More than 1,500 Yemenis have died
from cholera since April 2017, and
there are 5,000 new cases every day.
Due to the war there is a lack of clean

17 million people
are on the brink
of famine in
Yemen as a result
of the US-backed
ongoing conflict.

SEND AID NOT BONBS

water, proper sanitation, and food
that contributes to the spread of
this disease. There are 20 million
people out of 27 million people
that live in Yemen that need
urgent help.

As U.S Adds Troops in
Afghanistan, Trump’s Strategy
Remains Undefined

June 18, 2017

President Trump’s plan to
increase troop levels in
Afghanistan by 3,000 to 5,000
soldiers is being criticized as short
sighted and lacking any larger
strategy. Mark Landler and
Michael Gordon of the New York
Times reported that “Even Mr.
Mattis has acknowledged that
more troops will not be sufficient
without a broader strategy, which
the White House does not plan to
complete before mid-July”.

Colombia Takes a Big Step
Toward Peace as Rebels Lay
Down Their Guns

June 27, 2017

A ceremony was held where the
UN observers shut and locked a
container of weapons that were
turned over by the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia. After
years of violence, the Colombia
peace process is serving as a
hope and an example to the
international community.
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PASI NEWS

PASI News wants to highlight your activism on Staten Island and in the world at large.
Send a photo of your activism to pasi.contact@gmail.com.
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Delfina and Ashley (soaked) at the Women’s e Nl e
March to Ban the Bomb, NYC, June 17" Mike, llya, Jewel and Jen at the PASI table at La

Isla Bonita, Farrell Park, Port Richmond on
June 24"

Japénese New Women’s Association (Shinfujin) in
Peace Action NYS contingent at the NYC NYC on June 16™ meeting with Peace Action
Pride March on June 25" — inc. PANYS staff friends, incl. PANYS Prez Jim, PASI Sally & David

Kate and Emily & PASI John, Tom & Sally

g — .”;/ ACT A

Ashley tabling at the Pride Fest in Snug Harbor

on May 207" 3
Peace Action NYS volunteers and staff (inc.

Kate, Emily & Emilie) as Good Neighbors at
Cliff Street mosque, NYC, July 14™



PASI NEWS
Rebel Mother — My Childhood Chasing the Revolution

Book review by Liz Price

Rebel Mother, a memoir by Peter Andreas, tells the story of how his mother, Carol, took him from his
middle class life in the United States to Chile and Peru. Carol Andreas wanted to “chase” the revolutionary
movements in South America going on in the 1970s. It is a story that at times is frightening in describing the
poverty he and his mother experienced and the neglect he sometimes had to endure. It is also the story of a
mother’s love for her son and the son’s desire to prove to his mother that he loved her by choosing to live
with her instead of his father. Andreas uses his mother’s diaries he found after her death to try to
understand why his mother acted in the way she did and why she took the actions that affected his life so
much.

Carol Andreas was a middle class housewife in Kansas in the 1950s who decided that there had to be
something more to life. Divorcing her husband in 1969 when Andreas was four, she took her three sons first
to Berkeley to live in a commune and then to Chile in 1972 to follow the revolutionary government of
Salvador Allende. In oinrder to take her son with her on these adventures she had to kidnap him from his
father. The book chronicles the two times Andreas was returned to his father and how his mother with his
help decided to kidnap him again.

During their time in Chile, mother and son saw firsthand the military coup that took down the elected
government of Salvador Allende. During the coup Andreas, only seven years old, was living on a farm in the
countryside. His mother had disappeared. For a month after the coup he did not know whether his mother
was alive. When his mother returned for him she escaped with him to Peru. In Peru they lived in the slums
while his mother followed the Shining Path revolutionaries. The living conditions were horrendous and
Andreas did not go to school or learn to read and write. Finally his mother was forced for financial reasons
to return to the United States and his father won custody of him only to have his mother kidnap him again
and return to South America.

This book is difficult to read at times. Did his mother have his best interests at heart by giving him such a
harsh life? Would Andreas be a different person today if his mother had not decided to follow her political
beliefs to South America? | recommend reading this book for its description both of what life was like for a
child used to the material comforts of middle class life in the United States to be thrust into the harsh
existence of South American poverty and for the descriptions of the South American revolutionary
movements of the 1970s and 1980s.

:r Rabbi Brian Walt on Paul Kahn of Citizens Climate

LN Compassion, Clarity and Courage Lobhy speaks at PASI meeting
\) > On May 23", Rabbi Brian Walt spoke at Al If you are serious about lowering carbon
o~ 7 Souls Church in Manhattan about the emission and believe in citizen action, then
journey that brought him to support the Phil Kahn of the Citizens Climate Lobby,

Palestinian struggle for independence and who spoke at the PASI general meeting on
the Palestinian-initiated boycott, divestment ~ May 13", urges you to join the effort of his
and sanctions movement. He understands group. Every week there is a conference

the Palestinian struggle as a national conflict, not a religious call on Wednesday at 5 pm. Dial 866-642-
conflict. Unfortunately today in liberal synagogues in the U.S., 1665 (code 440699). Citizens Climate
members cannot raise questions about Israeli policies. Zionism Lobby is taking a district by district

has fused with Judaism to create its own religion. He approach to each House Representative to
challenged the audience with a question: “What would happen get them on board with the idea of a

if All Souls put up a Palestinian Lives Matter banner?” He said carbon fee and dividend proposal which is
there are three things that people of good will need: (1) revenue neutral and will reduce
compassion, (2) clarity, and (3) courage. There is no change greenhouse gas emissions 52% below
without real pressure. For more about Rabbi Walt, go to 1990 levels within 20 years while growing
https://rabbibrian.wordpress.com!/. the economy and saving lives. Want to

learn more? Go to
www.citizensclimatelobby.org.
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Hiroshima-Nagasaki
Peace Procession,

Performance & q
Picnic:
Celebrating the UN’s q
Ban the Bomb Treaty
Sunday, August 6
2to 4 PM l
NOTE NEW TIME/
NEW LOCATION! T
Meet 2 PMat Seaview
Avenue and Father q

Capodonna Blvd.
One Mile Procession to
Midland Beach Picnic arg

There are many ways to be part of Peace Action.

Flyer in Ferry Terminal for Hiroshima/Nagasaki Peace Walk. Join the team
that flyers at the ferry terminal. Email pasi.contact@gmail.com.

Table at Black Heritage Festival or other Summer Events. Join the team
that tables at events this summer. Email pasi.contact@gmail.com.

Help with 10/28/17 Make Food Not War Dinner. Help plan our 2017 awards
dinner. Email pasi.contact@gmail.com.

Send a photo, upcoming event or article to PASI NEWS. Email
pasi.contact@gmail.com.

Join PASI, respond to alerts, call and write Congress, come to the open
board meetings, tell us what you are interested in and get in the Loop of
PASITALK to stay current & share! Go to www.peacesi.org and select JOIN.
Like Peace Action of Staten Island on Facebook.
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